INTRODUCTION

Ψ
The Rapunzel syndrome is a very rare condition where trichobezoar has extended up to the small bowel. Most common presentation is abdominal lump followed by pain, nausea, and vomiting and weight loss. The laboratory investigations have shown low hemoglobin in approximately 62% cases. Trichobezoars always require surgical removal through gastrotomy as conservative measures are not of much use. Psychotherapy and regular follow up are necessary.
CASE DETAILS
A 14 years old girl was admitted to the hospital with chief complaint of pain in epigastric region since last 1 year and the pain having increased in severity since previous 2 days. The pain was associated with on and off vomiting since previous 2 months; vomiting was bilious since last two days. History of weight loss was present. History of trichophagia was present. On physical examination, she was found to be pale with mild dehydration and had a mild degree of alopecia. On palpation, a lump was palpable in the epigastric region. X-Ray abdomen erect showed sign of small bowel Ψ Correspondence at: Department of Surgery, Pramukhswami Medical College, Shri Krishna Hospital, Karamsad, Gujarat, India; Email: vipul_yagnik@yahoo.com obstruction (Figure 1) . USG abdomen showed heterogeneous mass in the epigastrium. All blood investigations were normal except mild anemia. Exploratory laparotomy was planned; on opening the abdomen, mass was found to be present in the stomach, which extended below till the ileum. Gastrotomy was done and mass was delivered through gastrotomy without breaking the extension which was up to the terminal ileum (Figure 2) . Primary closure of the gastrotomy was done. Postoperative course was unremarkable. Patient was referred to psychiatrist for psychotherapy. . Rapunzel was a long haired girl in Grimm's fairy tales who was imprisoned in a tall castle and lowered her hair from a high window to allow her prince to climb up and rescue her. Most of the cases present late. Most common presentation is abdominal lump followed by pain, nausea, and vomiting and weight loss. General examination may reveal alopecia and halitosis. Predisposing conditions for bezoars are either eating habit or pre-existing gastroduodenal pathology like previous surgery or neuropathy. History of trichophagia may be present. Trichophagia is sometimes associated with the psychological disorder known as trichotillomania (strong desire to pull hair). 
